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A building is only as strong as its foundation. 
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A C  A  M P  U S D  A  Y  
12:30 p.m. 
Campus Lake is  still the best  site for lunch.  In 
fall and spring,  especially, the  blacktopped path 
on the south end  of the  lake draws walkers, 
































A C A M P U S D A Y  
Pork  steaks tonight  at the  Thompson Point 
cafeteria.  It's  just one  of  those things:  no 



























L I T T L E  
SUCCESSES 
B R I L L I A N T  
FAILURES 
byJ.M. Lillich 









yuppies,  someone's  mention  of  "The 
Movement" in the present and future tenses 

















southwestern  Indiana,  and  western 
Kentucky." 
This would  have been  business as usual 
for  idealistic  college  kids  if  they  had 
merely  held  "ain't it  awful"  meetings, 
lamenting the horror  of  nuclear holocaust 
















ment. "I  told  them  about living  in Japan 
while my dad was in the Navy,"  he said. "I 
was seven years  old. We  went to  Hiro­
shima, and you could still see the shadows 
in the  concrete sidewalks where people 












never  thought of  my visit  to Hiroshima as 
the beginning of  my peace  activism. My 
answer  just came out.  You  can bet  I used  it 
later. I  can still see  those shadows today." 
Once launched, MAPP took on a life of its 
own. From  the basic concept  of  a global 























that scope.  I  laugh  a little  about some  of 
this now.  Here I  was a 21­year­old  punk 
thinking that something's being a good idea 
was enough  to get  it to  work." 
Rion traveled  to Washington,  D.C., and 
invited members of Congress to come to a 
presentation of  a proposal  to locate  the 
youth congress at the University. (Ironically, 
the presentation  took place  in the  regular 
meeting room  of  the House of  Representa­
tives Armed  Services Committee.)  Rion 
pitched  the youth  congress  to  Rep.  Morris 












"Oh, I  was Mr.  Intellectual for a  year or 
so, but  I spent a lot  of my time  fighting 
education. It  wasn't until  I  was out  of 
school that I  realized what I  had learned— 
not really how to think, but a way to ques­
tion  things.  When  I  came  to  school,  I 
didn't know  there was more  than one way 
to look at things. I  thought there was only 












Southern  Counties  Action  Movement 
(SCAM), a  Herrin­based grassroots organiz­

















need.  Rather,  members of  the community 
must define the  needs and the  agenda. The 
organizer,  said  Rion,  is  the  ways  and 
means, the mover and the moderator. But if 
the people involved  don't decide what  to 
do and  then do  it,  the movement  cannot 
succeed. 















and the  honky tonks.  The rub is  his com­
mitment to the  region. While he could go 
to work organizing in practically any city in 
the country,  he remains  committed  to 









this area. In  high school I  used to  play a 
game of driving the gravel roads in Southern 
Illinois. You could cross paved  roads, but 













Remote from  both coasts,  in an area  without 
significant immigrant or  ethnic populations, 
and far  from  an urban  center,  the University 




ates was  Saad Jabr  '52, MA'54,  who earned  his 





has  fallen  a  bit  in  the last  few  years,  interna­
tional students still make up almost 10 percent 
of the current student body. Nationally, SIUC cur­
rently  ranks 13th in  number of  international 
students. 
It's safe to  date the  beginning of  the interna­
tionalization of SIUC from  the tenure of former 
president Delyte W.  Morris. In  her recently  pub­
lished biography, Delyte Morris of SIU,  Betty 
Mitchell quotes a 1968 article in the Sparta News­
Plaindealer:  "Morris also  saw  his ideal  of  a 
'service'  university realized  to the point where 
SIU  not only  is serving the area,  the region 
and the  state,  but struggling foreign  nations 
as well." 








of  the development  of  an  "area­based con­
sciousness."  He wanted  to prepare Southern's 
students educationally to bring about an eco­
nomic turnaround  in  the  31  counties in  the 





C. Thomas  Busch, executive director  of  the 




























projects  after  the  end  of  World  War  II.  SIU 
received its first contract to do vocational teacher 
training in Vietnam  in 1961.  This was followed 
in 1963  by four  grants totaling  over a million 
dollars for  teaching English in  Nigeria.  From 
1964 through  1968, the  University was  involved 







national  Development  (USAID)  and major 














first  dean  of  international education;  Ralph 
Rufner, an official of  the United Nations  Educa­
tional,  Scientific  and Cultural  Organization 
(UNESCO), became vice president of area and stu­
dent services; Oliver  Caldwell, born  in China 
and  an  assistant  commissioner  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Health  Education  and Welfare's 
international desk, became the second dean of 
international education. 
These  men  knew  the  international  and 
bureaucratic terrain  to enable SIU  to become a 
major player in international training and educa­







ule fostered  the impression  that SIU  was an 
outward­looking,  innovative,  and  dynamic 
institution. 
The message  was clear.  SIU  had shed  its 
teacher's college image  for that  of an  institution 





agreement  to  offer  coursework  in  Nakajo, 
Japan. Located on Japan's west coast, Nakajo is 
about the size of Carbondale. The future site of 
the campus  overlooks  the city  and  the Sea  of 























SIUC's Center  for English  as a Second  Language 





ery basis,  meaning that  no U.S.  or Illinois  tax 
dollars are  being  used  to  fund  the  project, 
Charles B. Klasek, associate vice president of aca­
demic affair  and research, said,  "A few  other 
universities offer English programs in Japan, but 




much attention,  not  just  here but all  over the 
country, illustrates how things have changed 
from  the heavy  overseas involvement  in the 
1960S. Government  contracts that  were then so 
plentiful—and that  SIU  was so successful  in 
pursuing—just  aren't  there  anymore  in  any­
where near  the numbers or  the dollars, accord­
ing  to  Jack  W.  Graham,  professor  of 
educational administration and  higher educa­
tion. Once  its basic school  system is  in place,  a 
Nepal or a  Bali can  operate its educational sys­






of  the University's  history  of  international 
involvement, but  he doesn't see the size  or the 
number of  contracts ever  going back  to  the 
level of  the 1960s.  "For one thing,  the atmos­
phere of  the University  then was one  of expan­








You  keep the  professor and the replacement. 
But in a time of contraction, what do you do 
























in  the  future,  creating  greater  worldwide 
demand. America's  current economic woes are 
caused not by too much supply but rather by too 
little  demand.  In  the  interim,  this  lack  of 
demand caused by low wages of foreign workers 
will cause discomfort  in the  high­tech—and 
high­wage—United  States.  But  we  must,  in 
Svec's view,  prepare for  the inevitable evolution 
to a global  economy and  technology. 
Harry G.  Miller, dean  of  the college, concurs. 
"The key  is that  technology is  international 
business.  Technology  can  no longer  be con­
trolled by  national interests." Worldwide,  tech­
nology  has  advanced  to  the  point  that  it  is  no 
longer possible—and  perhaps never  realisti­
cally  was  possible—for  the  United  States  to 
impose its  technology on  other nations.  "Tech­
nology has  to be seen  within its cultural  con­
text," said Miller. A gasoline­powered pump may 
seem the perfect solution to an irrigation prob­
lem  in Sudan.  But if  gas costs  $5 a  gallon, 
suddenly it's  a whole different  ballgame techno­
logically from  the cultural point  of  view. 
The current emphasis at  international tech­
nology conferences  is information  exchange. 
"Every  country  has  its  own  particular 
resources," Svec said. "There is no technological 





solve  a  problem  depend  upon  the  available 
resources in a given  time and place. The same is 






















and Extension) was  funded by  the USAID  for 
$12.5 million and was concerned with the three 




















with the  University of  Illinois, will  in all likeli­
hood span 10  years. The westernization  of a 
provincial university has not been without resis­
tance.  "All  in  all,  though,"  said  Kroening, 









































the language  of  the customer,"  according to 
Eugene F. Timpe, a professor of foreign lan­




is important  if  the demographics  predicting 
lower enrollments ever  come to  pass. Already, 
our  international  students  bring  important 
tuition dollars  here. 
Rex  H.  Ball, president  of  the SIU  Foundation, 
speaks to  the sometimes­voiced criticism  that 
SIUC has drawn  students from across  the globe  for more  than three decades.  In this 
photo from the 1950s, students point to their native countries on a world map. 
foreign  students are  taking the  places  in state 
universities that should be filled by sons and 
daughters of  taxpayers. "In  times of  limited 
resources, lawmakers sometimes respond by say­
ing that we should  look out for  our own. But 
one of  the greatest  resources  the United States 
has  to influence  the international  scene are 
our former  students.  Nationally,  we will  lose a 
great  resource  if  we  are  so  shortsighted  as 
to  limit  international  enrollment  at  our 
universities." 












dents.  Their  prestige  and  high  positions  in 
international corporations and governments 
lend worldwide  credibility  to an  SIUC  degree. 
And,  of  course,  international  alumni  are  very 
important in the economic development of the 
University. 
"Just look at  the large number  of our  gradu­



















C.  Thomas  Busch  '71,  who 






land  Alumni  Federation.  The 

















relations  and  assistant  to  the 
SIUC  president. He  joined  the 
Alumni Association  and Alumni 
Services in July 1985. 
In  the  past  three  years,  the 
Alumni Association has adopted 





were  formed  to  increase  the 
number of contacts with alumni 
and to offer additional ways that 
alumni  can  remain  tied  to  the 
institution. 
Last year Busch organized the 





















MS'65,  of  Springfield,  111.,  the 




























Charles  Keehn,  who  com­
peted  in  his first  Great  Card­





lenge on Sept.  24,  1988, at  the 
Du Quoin State Fairgrounds. 
To  sweeten  the  victories, 
Keehn also  won a  free trip  for 
two to Hawaii,  a door prize  do­











national finals  of  The  Great 
Cardboard Boat Regatta, a copy­










dio  donated  a  $1,000  SIUC 
scholarship to the school. 
The Du Quoin event also fea­
















was  billed  as  a  return  to  the 
"Wild, Wild Midwest," and signs 
of the theme included the Native 







of  Town."  The  Chicagoland 
Chapter of the SIU Alumni Asso­
ciation  arranged  for  and  pur­
chased enough  beer,  brats, and 
hot  dogs  to  feed  a  crowd  of 
1,500  of  their  classmates  and 
guests. 
All  persons who registered  at 





ums  wanted  to  put  their  new 
chapter on the map in a big way, 
and  there's  nothing  like  free 
brews and charbroiled hot dogs 
at  Homecoming  to  capture 
attention. 
The  day  was  perfect—brisk 
and sunny—and  the events  of 
the day came at the peak of fall, 
with  yellow,  red,  and  purple 
leaves scattered everywhere. 
And so was  food, found  not 



































































































tability, and a way to generate 
ongoing funds for the SIU Alumni 
Association & Foundation at no 
cost to you. It's right here. The 
Alumni Classic VISA® card is yours 
free of its $20 annual fee the first 





The Alumni Classic VISA Pro-
gram will secure for you the 
finest credit services: World-
wide acceptance at 6.3 mill-
ion locations ... 24-Hour toll-free 
free Customer Service, 365 days 
a year... No finance charge option 
on purchases... Convenient access 
checks and cash advance privileges 
at over 150,000 locations through 
the card that proudly displays the 
Pulliam Tower from the Carbondale 
Campus. 
with youi i  Your travel benefits include: 
Up to $300,000 travel accidental 
death and dismemberment 
insurance 
Up to $15,000 auto rental collision 
deductible reimbursement 
Up to $3,000 lost luggage 
coverage 
Emergency cash and airline 
tickets 
24-hour toll-free travelers' 
message service 
Lost card registration at no 
additional cost 
Complete the brief application 



































































the New Balance Total by  the Payment Due Date (25  days after the billing date). If this amount is not paid, FINANCE CHARGES accrue from the date of PURCHASE.  A cash advance will 
bear FINANCE CHARGES from  the date of transaction. OTHER CHARGES: Ybu will be charged an overlimit fee of $15  if your New Balance Tbtal on your billing date is more than  15% over 
your credit limit. You will be charged a latE  fee of $15  if you fail to make required payment within  15 days after the Payment Due Date.  \bu will be charged a return check fee of  $15 if a 
check submitted as payment is returned for  any reason. 



























Field  to  be  held  this summer. 





tivities,  contact  Carole  Ogata 
King,  912  W.  Margate  Terrace, 














in  Phoenix,  Los  Angeles,  and 






from  SIUC,  co­sponsored  an 






















































































































































































































































































































as a  volunteer in  1987. She  is 
working on a master of divinity 
degree and hopes to do missionary 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































111.,  is  a  sales consultant  for 
Friden­Alcatel and a member of the 























































































































































































































































































































































S I U   A l u m n i   A s s o c i a t i o n ,   S t u d e n t   C e n t e r   2 n d   F l o o r ,   S o u t h e r n   l l l i n c  
U n i v e r s i t y   a t   C a r b o n d a l e ,   C a r b o n d a l e ,   J a c k s o n ,   I L   6 2 9 0 1 ­ A A 2 0  
S a m e   a s   i n   H U  
i f   (This item MUST  SOT be blank) 
i n   H U  
L a r a i n e   W r i g h t ,   U n i v e r s i t y   P e r i o d i c a l s ,   S I U C ,   C a r b o n d a l e ,   I L   6 2 9 0 1  
T h e   A s s o c i a t i o n   o f   A l u m n i ,   F o  
S t u d e n t s   a n d   F r i e n d s   o f   S o u t h e  




I certify that the statements made by 























































































































































































































The paragraph in question reads: "A group of 70 people 
stood in silence near the Student Center to protest human rights 
policies in Israel. Fewer than 100 people marched to the steps 
of Shryock Auditorium to honor the birthday of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Meanwhile, a national study of college fresh-
men showed that, by almost two to one, students are more inter-
ested in earning money than in discovering a meaningful 
philosophy of life." 
By mentioning those two specific iyistances—part of only a 
handful of public political events that occurred on campus in 
1987-88—we merely were informing alumni about current stu-











spondents whose letters we publish will receive a piece of the 
original SIU Arena floor, where Walt Frazier once trod. Send 
letters to Laraine Wright, University Print Communications, 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, IL 















WHY WRITE about baseball  in January,  a time when  the  Grand Old Game 
is deep  in its  annual hibernation,  "blue 
season,"  in  writer  Robert  Coover's  apt 
phrase? 
One defense could be that it's only a mat-
ter of weeks until the beginning of spring 
training, that time of the year when we can 
once again watch sports played by rela-
tively normal-size human beings. But I'm 
after bigger game here: exhibiting and justi-
fying the profundity and mysterious joy of 
a kids' game played by grown men paid 
ridiculously high salaries in a media-mad, 
post-modernist (perhaps even post-femi-
nist) age. 
This is what I pondered as I took my seat 
on the third base side of the infield in the 
terrace section of Wrigley Field last August 
for a contest between the Chicago Cubs and 
the St. Louis Cardinals. 
I had arrived an hour before game time to 
watch batting practice and to savor base-
ball's great sounds, sights, and smells: the 
smack of a well-thrown ball into the 
glove; the vendors' squawks and hollers; 
that sharp crack of the bat; the cresting ebb 
and flow of the giant radio static murmur 
of the crowd; the people of all ages and 
byJ.M. Lillich 
(  *  . 





/iV" . *""" 
sizes, everyone equal as fans no matter 
what their status or position on Monday 
morning; and the great American aroma of 
hot dogs, onions, and beer. I also was 
thinking that writing about sports was a 
strange marriage between the instinctive 
Zen concentration in the on-field reactions 
of athletes and the after-the-fact, con-
scious ruminations in words of writers. 
I looked down from the wide expanse of 
stands to the field and beyond to the 
bleachers, to the classy, antique, manually-
operated Wrigley Field scoreboard, to the 
pennants atop the walls denoting the day's 




Sitting there,  I  realized that  baseball 
doesn't fit onto a TV screen. Admittedly, you 
miss things  in person  at the  ballpark—no 
replays or slo mos to cheat lapses of atten­
tion. But  you're part of  the action and  not 
just  an observer  when you're  in  atten­
dance. It is  this feeling that sports writing 








ference  between  defeat  and  victory— 
symbolic life and  death—is measured  in 











A ballgame  is an eternity,  I realize  in the 
seventh inning. Baseball  seen in  person, it 
occurs  to me,  gives depth  to  time and 
experience in the same way  that great writ­
ing does. Depth  because baseball  reaches 
back in  time to its  origins in  the 19th cen­
tury with  its elegant  human mechanics, 
its  players  dressed  in  their  quaint,  anti­







in  the  1932  World  Series,  to  Bobby 
Thompson's "shot heard round the world" 








forever  as  the "homer  in  the gloamin'," 

















the  "0" in  homer,  and  the medieval 
"gloaming" suggesting  a time  of  knights 
















Ruth,  Pee Wee  Reese,  Yogi  Berra, Moose 
Skowron, and Duke  Snyder. 
A few contemporary players are still well­
named. Dwight  Gooden is  known as  "Dr. 




sion  and commercialization,  as  players  of 
necessity  have become  serious business­
men equally  at home  in the executive  suite 
as on the  ballfield. 






cally  an undeclared  national holiday.  And 
you could,  according to baseball  lore, walk 
through  the streets of  Brooklyn in  the 
1950s and never  miss a play  in Dodgers' 
games because  of  the play­by­play  emanat­
ing from  the  radios sitting  in  open win­
dows in  this pre­air­conditioned era. 
It's  no  accident,  then,  that  grown 
(mostly) men  have responded  to this game 
with  a  sea  of  words,  in  newsprint,  in 
novels, in  essays,  and lately  in some  fairly 
sophisticated films.  All  that has been  writ­
ten about other  sports, I  would venture, 
cannot compare in quantity or quality with 










ing  odds  as  does  a young  dragon  killer  of 
old.  Sparky  Anderson, manager  of  the 
Detroit Tigers, recalls  the legendary Yankee 
skipper  Casey  Stengel  at  age  73  telling 








the world  wars and  the impersonal  won­








wins.  Nobody  wins unless  we  all win.  At 
the grown­up, professional  level, as Tom 
Bos well,  baseball  columnist  for  the Wash-
ington Post,  said, "Baseball can't  build 
character, but  it can reveal  it." 
For  the fan, all  this enters the  realm of 
the sublime, the pure, and the mythic, away 
from  the world of  compromise and tones 










Until recently,  by literary  standards, baseball  fiction  has  generally  been 
considered just kids'  stuff, simplistic tales of 
games won by  the hero with a homer in 
the bottom  of  the ninth. There  are, how­











pletely  by accident.  Harris was an  English 
professor  at  Purdue  University  and  an 
acquaintance of my parents who live in West 








interview  that he  was out  to see what he 
could accomplish  artistically using  plain 







call the  next time  I visited  my parents. 
And  then I  thought, he  wrote the  book 
almost 40 years ago. Was Harris still  at Pur­
due?  Could  he  even  talk  about  it  if  he 
wanted to?  I got  my answer  to the second 
question when  I  went back  to the library 
and found a 1979 book  by Harris, It Looked 




paw, Harris  gives us a 40ish  Henry cut by 
his  team  and  passed over  as manager, 
using wiles  as tricky  as a hard­breaking 80 
m.p.h. curveball  to catch on  with a  team 
for one more  chance. Financially  secure 
through insurance  sales and investments, 
Henry  still can't  seem  to  face  the world 
without  his  comfortable,  understandable 
medium of  baseball. 
Certainly, Henry  is more sophisticated 






days  are what  Henry  really  seeks.  In  the 
more contemporary  present,  he  has  a 
bright, troubled daughter,  and a whole host 
of  other  women  in  his  life  whom  he 
doesn't quite understand.  No wonder  he 
wants to stay  on the mound where he can 
be  in  control,  where  the lines  between 
male and female, right and wrong, success 
and failure are more clearly drawn. 
Between The Southpaw and  It Looked 
Like Forever, Harris wrote two more novels 
about Henry Wiggin's career: Bang the 











ex'53, a  native of  Herrin, 111.,  is The Uni-
versal Baseball Association, Inc., J. Henry 


























more interesting  than  Henry's  real­life 
experiences  and  acquaintances.  When 
Henry goes  to the  neighborhood bar after 
the death  of  Damon,  he is  surrounded by 
Universal  Baseball  Association  players, 
veterans,  and  officials  gathered  for  the 
wake. 
The book ends with a ritual,  play­acted 












The Universal Baseball Association, Inc. 
won't boil down  to a simple  meaning. 
What's relevant for the current investigation 











Robert Coover: The Universal Fictionmak-
ing Process (SIU Press, 1983):  " .  . .  base­
ball is not only an American  religion; it is 
the American  way,  representative of  activi­
ties and a unique psychology worshipped 
by Americans. In its dogged competition of 
men set  against  one  another,  it  represents 
the American  capitalist system  (with  jar­
gon  like  'trading,'  'property,'  and even 
'stealing'); it  exemplifies the Horatio Alger 
myth, in that anyone, regardless of heritage, 




war and  power, but  it also fulfills  a primi­
tive power  lust, and its  teams often  have 
animal names or generic names of the hunt 
or  conquest  (Tigers,  Giants,  Pirates, 
Braves).  Baseball also  reflects  the eternal 
rivalry between the generations, the cyclical 
transcendence of  the young and vital  over 














the old  and young.  A  few, elite  aged are 





baseball  aficionado:  "What  about  the 
Cubs, the Cardinals, the Orioles in the hunt 
thing? And baseball  is a game where time 




male soap  opera,  the chance  to follow  a 
player's career from high school, college, or 
the minor leagues,  through the majors, 




opportunity  to understand  the success  and 
failure of an Other in mythic terms. Again, 
Gordon, writing about  Henry Waugh's Uni-
versal Baseball Association, hits upon the 
eternal fascination of the apprehension of 
sport: "... it reflects and indeed defines 
Henry's personal life. Designed ttrkeep 
him from the brink of loneliness and bore-
dom and to distract him from the full real-
ization of his own limitations and limited 
possibilities, Henry's baseball satisfies his 
deepest needs. A game of tremendous excite-
ment, it pits control against chance; each 
and every move offers its players potential 
great accomplishment, public adulation, 
and even immortality." 
Baseball does indeed distract us from our 
individual limitations, and certainly the x 
element of chance—the bad-hop bouncer 
or the broken-bat base hit—can foil bril-
liant strategy and precise execution. But 
Gordon doesn't understand that baseball 
teaches us the necessity of coming to terms 
with failure. 
Three base hits in 10 at-bats is the mea-
sure of a superior hitter. This means that 
seven times out of 10, the batter fails. A 
pitcher who wins six games in 10 with pre-
cision, style, and courage over the course 
of a career has the chance to join the com-
pany of Cy Young and Bob Gibson in 
Cooperstown. So the game is really more 
about responding to failure than identifying 
with the untarnished success of its bright-
est stars. 
As I continued to think about baseball and baseball writing, the thought 
began to dawn that perhaps enjoying and 
appreciating the game of baseball are more 
akin to understanding great literature than is 
generally acknowledged. The implications 
would be tremendous if this can be demon-
strated or proved. The highbrow/lowbrow 
distinction between art and sport (at least in 
its baseball incarnation) would be cast into 
the trash heap forever. More important, 
we're talking weekends at the ballpark with 
no guilt because, after all, I will have 
caused the comprehension of baseball to 
have scaled the intellectual pinnacles nor-
mally reserved for philosophy, classic litera-
ture, and other "serious" thought. (Even 
the spin-offs are great. Can you imagine, 
for example, a discussion among Yogi Berra, 
Jean-Paul Sartre, James Joyce, Albert Ein-
stein, and Bob Uecker?) 
As I primed myself for unleashing this 
cultural bombshell, fate intervened with the 
visit to campus of SIUC journalism grad 
and Chicago  Tribune  feature writer, Wes 
Smith '75 (see "Southern Exposure," this 
issue). Smith had written an article in the 
Trib the week before about the movie pro-
duction of W.P. Kinsella's 1982 novel, Shoe-
less Joe. 
Smith/Kinsella seemed to point the way 
to my grand synthesis. I read the novel in 
two late-night sittings. It's a baseball/literary 
fantasy in which the main character 
(named Kinsella by author Kinsella) follows 
the behest of voices ("the Announcer," 
character Kinsella calls him) telling him to 
do outrageous things: to build a baseball 
field in his Iowa cornfield on his financially 
failing farm so his father's hero, "Shoe-
less" Joe Jackson, will have a place to play 
(Jackson was disgraced and banned from 
baseball after the infamous 1919 "Black 
Sox" scandal when gamblers bribed the 
players to throw the World Series and practi-
cally ruined the game); to kidnap J.D. Sal-
inger, reclusive author of Catcher  in the 
Rye,  take him to a Red Sox game at Fenway 
Park, and "ease his pain"; and to search 
for and find in Minnesota a former player, 
20 years dead, who played in one major 
league ballgame during his career but never 
had an official at bat. 
The culmination of the novel is a fan's 
dream game, a spectral confrontation in 
character Kinsella's cornfield/ballfield 
between the 1919 Black Sox and the Chicago 
Cubs with the legendary Tinker-to-Evers-
to-Chance doubleplay combination. 
Clearly, Kinsella plays with time here. 
People—including character Kinsella's 
father—rise from the dead to play ball in 
Iowa. As there are no time limits in baseball, 
Kinsella demonstrates that there are no 
imaginative limits either, which moves the 
game into the realm of the timeless—like 
literature, that is, with a palpable baseball 
tradition that other sports can never really 
hope to achieve. Only baseball is comparable 
in history, depth, resonance, complexity, 
and color to a literary tradition. 
It works. The figures of Cy Young, Babe 
Ruth, Ty Cobb, and Lou Gehrig tower over 
the American consciousness (at least the 
male consciousness) with as much cultural 
authority and social validity as do Huck 
Finn, Captain Ahab, Jay Gatsby, and Nick 
Adams. This is what Harris, Coover, and 
Kinsella underline in their tales spun out of 
the strong sinews of the country boy's 




Young Robert Coover came to Southern Illinois from Iowa when his father  became managing  editor of  the Herrin Daily Jour-
nal  in  the  1940s.  Coover  enrolled  at  SIU  in  1949  and  was  a 
reporter on the Egyptian.  In 1951,  he transferred to Indiana Univer-
sity where he received his bachelor's degree in Slavic languages. 
After a hitch in the Navy, he studied philosophy and literature at the 
University of Chicago. 
His first novel, The  Origin of  the Brunists (1966), is based on a 
Southern Illinois mine disaster. Newsroom scenes in the novel 
come from the "feeling of the newsroom of the Herrin Daily Jour-
nal," Coover commented during a recent phone interview. 
The impetus for writing The Universal  Baseball Association, 
Inc., J. Henry Waugh,  Prop, was "a box of rubbish" his parents 
hauled around for years after Coover was out on his own. When 
they finally pressed the box on him, he found old scorecards of an 
imaginary baseball board game that he and a childhood friend had 
made up and played. 
Looking through the old boxscores, Coover realized that he could 
remember his imaginary players—even what they looked like in 
his mind's eye—as well as those of the real-life St. Louis Cardinals. 
He had grown up listening to Harry Carey and Gabby Street broad-
casting Cards' games from Western Union ticker tape and supplying 
their own imaginative details. "It was pure invention, great fiction 
in its own right," Coover remembered. 
Baseball as a topic in a novel was not, Coover explained, a 
mechanical vehicle pressed into metaphorical service, but rather 
something that came naturally out of a boy's imagination and expe-
rience. The writing began as a short story and quickly grew to 
become The Universal Baseball Association, Inc., J. Henry Waugh, 
Prop. 
"As a writing experience, it was very pleasant," he said. "I was 
living in Spain, and I wrote it in five weeks, five short weeks, actu-
ally. I revised it between academic terms." By contrast, one of his 
other novels took him seven years to complete. 
The Universal  Baseball Association  remains special to him, 
Coover said, because it has been continuously in print since its pub-
lication in 1968. And 1988 was an anniversary of sorts as Coover, 
56, became the same age as the novel's protagonist and league 
proprietor, J. Henry Waugh. "That sounded terribly old to me when 
I wrote the novel," he said. 
Critics consider Coover a novelist of the very top rank. Although 
he started out primarily as a short story writer, he has a number of 
novels to his credit, most notably Pricksongs and Descants (E.P. 
Dutton, 1969), and The Public Burning (Viking Press, 1977). He has 
also written short stories, fairy tales, translations, book reviews, 
literary criticism, and plays. He has even written, directed, and pro-
duced a film. 
Coover has said that he accepts the contemporary artist's func-
tion of "furnish(ing) better fictions with which we can re-form 
our notion of things." This represents an incredibly idealistic view 
of the possibilities of art that flies in the face of the shallowness 
and impersonality of mass consumer culture, which he abhors. 
Coover's writing and world view are what literary critics term 
"postmodern": complex, irreverent, fabulous, surrealistic, but full 
of life, lyricism, and a chimerical power. The artistic goal is to 
reflect a relativistic universe in which facts, meanings, and values 
have ceased to be stable and agreed upon. But in this fragmented 
world, humans can retain—largely through their rituals, such as 
baseball—the capacity for grace, nobility, and depth. 
Coover has won most of this nation's important writing grants 
and awards: Faulkner Award (1966), Brandeis Creative Arts Award 
(1969), Rockefeller Foundation grant (1969), Guggenheim Award 
(1971 and 1974), and the American Academy of Arts and Letters 
Award in Literature (1976). He also has garnered a shelfful of honors 
for his writing, the most recent of which is Rhode Island's highest 
arts honor, the Governor's Arts Award for 1988. He won the 1987 
Rea Award for the Short Story at New York City. 
Coover has been an adjunct professor of English at Brown Uni-
versity in Providence, R.I., since 1980. True happiness, however, 






















specializing  in  real  estate  manage­
ment and  sales, insurance,  and 
construction—in 1972. Ellen Not­
tebrok  Cunnington  '66,  also a  co­
owner, is  the company's director 
of  advertising and  promotion.  In 
1987., Cunnington  & Associates  had 














ate,  Kenneth  N.  Pontikes  '63, 
























alternative,  and  the  University 























his  ties  to SIUC  in  1984,  after 
receiving a national management 
award  from  The  Society  for 
Advanced Management, a group  he 
joined  during student  days  at 








































JL  JL SITY, received  by  the SIU  Foundation, are: 




—Seven paintings,  valued at $70,000,  by Frederick J.  Brown  '68, now 
represented by  Marlborough Gallery  in New  York City. 
—$3,000 to help underwrite agribusiness economics clubs, from Walter J. 
Wills, professor emeritus. 
—Thirteen radio  programs originally broadcast  by SIU  from 1952­56, 
given by  Ralph Becker  '55 to Morris  Library. 
—A scale model of  a surface mine, valued at $12,000,  given by  AMAX 































Locke  and Kant,  and  about  the 
phrase  "ought to,"  and about  why 
some philosophers,  faced with 
the dictum  "Do not kill," would 










career  rather  than classical  educa­


























































teacher  just handed them A's  for  the 










lic universities  in 20  or  40  years 
little more  than technical  schools, 
























Alyson Wolz,  24, Quintin,  23, and Bill,  18. "They gave us an 





















ferent  mother  tongues.  Vocabulary 
is limited,  grammar basic,  ges­












Creole  languages  found  in  the 
world. Haitian  Creole is  the largest 






cally,  pidgins  are  the  result  of 
European expansion  and colonial­
ism in  the 16th  and 17th  centuries. 




















slaves  developed  pidgin  languages 




drawn  to  the study  of  pidgin  and 
Creole for they offer clues, at rela­
tively close range, to the dynamics 
of  language  formation  in  general. 
Scholars have formed two general 
views: that Creoles are European 
vocabulary  overlaid  on  African 
grammar or  that Creoles developed 
from some kind of human, innate 

















ranks in  public university  enrollment and  in state  funding for  higher 
education. 
We discovered  that Illinois ranks  very close to  the bottom  in the amount 
appropriated per student. The top 10 states for public university enrollment 
and the amount  those states appropriate  for higher  education are: 
Student  State  Funding/ 
State  Enrollment  Rank  Funding  Student  Rank 
California  1,526,039  1  $4,748,158,000  $3,111  5 
Texas  685,544  2  2,231,785,000  3,255  34 
New York  573,452  3  2,936,954,000  5,121  4 
Illinois  530,539  4  1,331,564,000  2,509  47 
Michigan  445,760  5  1,313,048,000  2,945  39 
Florida  385,436  6  1,365,759,000  3,543  24 
Ohio  384,787  7  1,265,219,000  3,288  33 
Pennsylvania  304,190  8  1,176,066,000  4,159  20 
Virginia  265,687  9  915,836,000  3,447  29 
N.  Carolina  262,639  10  1,284,076,000  4,889  7 
Hawaii ($5,979) and Alaska ($5,962)  lead the states  in funding per  stu­
dent. Georgia ($5,156) tops  the list of  the "lower 48." 
But Illinois,  at 47th,  bests only Nevada,  New Hampshire,  and Arizona. 
North Carolina, with half  the number of students of Illinois,  appropriates 
almost double  the amount per  student. 
One more statistic:  on average, states  appropriate $3,639 for  every stu­
dent enrolled in  a public  university. 
If Illinois decides  to match even this amount, it must increase its current 
appropriation by  $559,067,421. Over a  half billion  more  .  .  .  just to  be 
"average." 
That shows how far behind we really are and why increased public fund­










sociology,  said  Gilbert.  "What 
you're seeing now in  Nicaragua is 































































pro football.  Williams  was  an SIU 
letterman and football  standout 

























—Jim Dwyer  ex'73, who has fashioned  a 16­year career in  the major 
leagues (St.  Louis,  Montreal,  New  York  Mets, San  Francisco,  Boston, and 
Baltimore). 








T / WO ALUMNI  ARE  OUR  NEWEST  ASSOCIATE 
JL  PROFESSORS in the School of  Music: Wilfred  Delphin MM'73 
and Edwin  Romain MM'73,  applied for  a single faculty  position last  year. 
Except for  the names at  the top,  their resumes were  identical. 
"Because of what  we do, we tend  to come as a package," said  Delphin. 
What they do is play the piano—sometimes the same piano, sometimes a 







wick, Delphin  and Romain intended  to become  university teachers.  But 
Barwick began developing them for a career as performers. They ultimately 
earned performance doctorates at  the University  of Southern Mississippi. 
Delphin and Romain  have performed as guest  artists with the  New York 









SIUC offered  them the chance  to work with graduate students and  to 



















dangerous  island  of  Potential 
hasn't been all  smooth sailing for 
Herrin.  During his first  three years 
here,  he didn't  have the  man­











assistant  coach  and  recruiter 
extraordinaire, bagged a couple of 






































competitive  crew  that  the  Arena 
crowds loved. Truth be told, though, 
too often they were a step slow and 
a few  inches short  when  they 
played against the Bradleys and Mis­
souris. "It's not the size of the dog 
in the  fight, but  the size of  the 
fight in  the dog,"  they say  here in 
Southern Illinois.  But in  big­time 





ball  Media  Day  just  before  the 















the tools to  play in  the NBA.  His 
future is unlimited. The kid just 
turned 18  two months  ago.  He's 






eight  rebounds  a  game  while 
playing junior college ball for North­
ern Oklahoma College.  "Freddie 
is  another  impact  player,"  said 
McCullum. "He's quick, strong, and 
explosive. He can create things not 
only for  himself but  also for  his 
teammates.  He  has a  lot of  leader­
















lege,  is  a gliding,  effortless  player 










































to fill  some of  the scoring  vacuum 
on the front  line. 













nois Class  A  ranks  with  1,891 







All  in all  this season, they  face 
four powerful  teams that made the 
NCAA  tournament  last  year, 
including two that made the Final 
Four: number one­ranked Tennessee 
















On the right track: the 1988-89 women's basketball team has a 
tough schedule to follow but plans on full-steam-ahead play. 
RECORD ENROLLMENT. More students than ever before—24,227,  to be 
exact—helped pack Carbondale and  University residence  halls at the start 
of the  fall 1988 semester.  How can we  handle them all,  given no addi­
tional state money to increase the teaching staff and provide necessary sup­
port  materials?  The  University  continues  to  ponder  that  problem. 
Meanwhile, here's another  problem: how  to get all  those boxes and suit­
cases into the  dorm rooms? 
NEW ADDITION TO THE STUDENT RECREATION 
JL  JL  CENTER is scheduled for completion by the fall semes-
ter. The $5.1 million, 73,000-square-foot addition, paid for 
by student fees, will include a 220-yard running track, a weight 



















































coil for  use with  a telephone.  A 








communicate  with  you  if  you 



















thousand  people,  mostly  at both 
ends of  the age scale. There are  the 
pre­lingual children, born  deaf, 



















ness  of  a  five­channel  bench 
model of  Tactaid  and comparing  it 
with cochlear  implants (electronic 
















































































he  was,  covering  a  story  on 
Southern for  the paper. 
He  described  the story  as  a 
"mood piece,"  trying to capture  the 
spirit of campus  descended upon 







created  a mood,  all  right—a bad 
mood. Smith  had  wandered  down 
the Strip  and along Greek  Row 
and  had  reinforced  the dreaded 
phrase "party  school."  Other  read­
ers thought he accurately captured 
























Tribune Tower  and the  Billy  Goat 
(famous watering  hole of  Mike 
Royko and Chicago's  newspaper 
honchos).  He  first  had  to  take  a 
newsroom  tour of  the country. 
His first  job, at  the Bloomington 
Panagraph,  led  to  the Dubuque 
Telegraph­Herald  as  a columnist 
and the Peoria Journal­Star as a 
general  assignment  reporter  and 
writer for  the Sunday magazine.  He 








timing was  just  right," he said.  "I 
was the  first outside  hire they 























of  the newspaper.  A column  he 
wrote interested Ballantine  Books, 
and  the  result  was Welcome  to  the 
Real  World,  a book  that Smith 















amazes me to  go to  the Billy  Goat 
and actually  believe I  belong there. 
I'm  working  with  the  people  I 
grew  up  reading."—J.M. Lillich 









in history  and biography,  will present  his lecture on Wednes-
day, April 26. 
Both lectures are free and open to the public. 
MILLION IN NEW PHONES will be installed 
on campus by mid-February to complete a 
planning and funding project that began 10 years ago. The 
new system, using touch-tones and fiber optics, replaces a 
2 5-year-old network of rotary dial phones. Each dorm 
room will be equipped with a private line instead of the four-
room party line under the old system. 
Winter 1989  45 
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T # HE MISSOURI  BOTANICAL GARDEN IN ST.  LOUIS 
A.  has  honored  two SIUC  botanists  by  naming  them  research 
associates. 




Stotler is a 13­year  member of  the International Committee of  Botanical 






















state  appropriations,  the  SIU 
Board  of  Trustees  reluctantly 
approved the  increase last October. 
This is  the second recent  tuition 
hike for  SIU.  The  board  raised 
tuition in January 1988  by 18.5  per­







state schools.  But  he warned  that 
future students will be forced out of 
the education market  if SIU  and 

































Board  of  Higher  Education  is 
expected to  make its budget  recom­
mendations for  fiscal  year  1990, 
which begins  on July 1,  1989. 














































































ate professor  of  journalism  and 

















MA'65,  assistant  professor of  for­



























































WT^^­V*  4"V* r\ CVl/'Yvxr  The Theta Xi  Fraternity promoted  its 1953 Variety  Show by con­Vy IT  W11X1  tUC ^ JlIOW  structing a big "snow Saluki" in front of the Theta Xi house at 311W. 













1217 West Main Street 
Post Office Box 2888 












DEAN KENNETH PETERSON 
NORRIS LIBRARY 
CAMPUS OOOOO 
T he SIU cafeteria, circa 1953, was located in barracks just north of  the site  of  the 
current Student Center. For contemporary 
scenes of  campus,  turn to pages 2­9. 
